December 20, 2023


Press Release: For Immediate Release
Since the City of Minneapolis by resolution declared the unsheltered at Nenookaasi encampment a public health emergency, we, the Metro Urban Indian Directors demand the city, county and state jurisdictions assign professionals to provide oversight and resources to Nenookaasi residents to ensure their needs are met for drug treatment, mental health, and shelter immediately. In the meantime, we demand a security force of multi-jurisdictional law enforcement to ensure that the camp does not continue to grow and allows for the current residents to be resourced with the necessary services. By the city estimates, there are approximately 100 people living in Nenookaasi, 88 can be housed by the end of the week leaving a small number to seek shelter.

This demand comes from community members who are threatened with retaliation if they come forward expressing their fears. The encampment draws predatory behavior by those who would prey on vulnerable adults, this endangers those in the camp and in the surrounding neighborhood.

We have collectively requested action since prior to the public health emergency declaration.

We demand immediate action as the outside temperature will eventually drop and none of our relatives should be sleeping under plastic tarps. The directors call for a swift and comprehensive response to ensure the safety, health, and dignity of all individuals affected by this crisis.

In community,
Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors (MUID) Membership
www.muidmn.org


Listing of Voting Member Organizations within the Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors Group:
American Indian Cancer Foundation 
American Indian Community Development Corporation
American Indian Movement – Grand Governing Council
American Indian OIC
Division of Indian Work
Dream of Wild Health
Indian Child Welfare Act Law Center
Indian Health Board
Indigenous Peoples Task Force
Little Earth of United Tribes Housing Corporation
Little Earth Residents Association
MIGIZI Communications
Minneapolis American Indian Center
Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center
Native American Community Clinic
Native American Community Development Institute
Minnesota American Indian Chamber of Commerce
Mini Sota Fund
Nawayee Center School
New Native Theatre
Upper Midwest American Indian Center
Ain Dah Yung
American Indian Family Center
Interfaith Action Organization
Minnesota Indian Women’s Sexual Assault Coalition
Tiwahe Foundation
Wakan Tipi
Bois Forte Urban Office
Fond Du Lac Urban Office
Ho-Chunk Nation Urban Office
Leech Lake Twin Cities Office
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Urban Office
Red Lake Embassy
White Earth Urban Office

MUID promotes the well-being, growth and mutual interests of metropolitan American Indian organizations. https://muidmn.org
